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What is Dazzling?

Students engaged in autonomous knowledge building. Why? 

· It’s an expression of the Joy of Learning

· It’s what’s called for by governments & business

· It makes online access more than amusing ourselves to death

· It produces better retention of information and promotes higher order thinking, superior outright performance and psychological wellness.

How is this Achieved?

1) A vibrant, easy-to-use online spaceChecklist
· You have an online space where teachers can easily add content

· The online space empowers students to add content or at least comments

· The online space allows for embedding rich content (movies, animations, etc.)

· The structure of the space is such that it can grow over time (menus, categories, etc.)

If no, Get a WordPress Blog (Wordpress.com, Edublogs or Tom’s Sandbox)

2) A Culture that nurtures the Joy of Learning and Inquiry

Checklist
· You have routines built into each school day that prompt open inquiry

· You engage students in challenges that stretch their current skill level

· You support student autonomy in terms of task, time, team and technique

· You have routines built into the week that help students exercise habits of mind

· Each term you pose students significant challenges that require collaboration and construction of meaning.

If no, see how Look to Learns, ClassPortals and WebQuests can support your school culture

3) The Essential ICT Skills to be a “Cutting Edge-ucator”

Checklist
· You can exploit a WYSIWYG / Rich Text Editor (full formatting, embeds, uploading, etc.)

· You access rich resources easily (iTunes, Pageflakes, Diigo, learning communities, etc.)

· You have competency in creating as least one type of ICT product (podcast, movie, etc.)

If no, explore The Cutting Edge-ucator Skills Checklist or use the following page
4) A Self-managed Learning Framework for Students

Checklist
· You have a process for students manage their own choices, effort and pursuit of quality?

If no, explore the CEQ•ALL (Seek All) personal learning rationale, profiles and rubric.
Overview of Professional Learning
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created a continuum of learning goals worthy of educators’ limited time and respectful of their expertise. The focus of professional learning is to support teachers’ development of classroom-based activities that fall into the following three broad categories: 

Level 1 – Getting Comfortable with Digital Learning (Look to Learn)

· Maintain an online classroom presence

· Develop routines for accessing online resources

· Use technology to aid student thinking and creativity

· Explore online communities to support personal professional learning

Level 2 – Expanding Digital Learning to Classroom Life (Beginning ClassPortals)

· “Work” the online classroom space 

· Encourage student contributions

· Promote student online discussions and asynchronous analysis

· Scaffold advanced student thinking

· Participate in online collaborations or professional communities

· Exercise Habits of Mind and a Joy in Learning

Level 3 – Orchestrating Intentional Learning (Advanced ClassPortals & WebQuests)

· Make the online learning space seamless and dynamic

· Monitor Digital Learning as a Continuum of Compelling Competencies

· Scaffold Sophistication in Thinking and Innovation in Productions

· Building Knowledge and “Serve the Net”

· Role model exemplary Digital Citizenship

· Explore Emerging Technologies

Please see a related document “Essential Digital Learning Skills for Teachers“ that takes an inventory of staff members’ technological and pedagogical skills and experiences against these three levels, thus facilitating a whole-school approach to ongoing professional learning.

