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Introduction to UbD & Understanding 
The Melbourne Declaration
Successful Learners…
· develop their capacity to learn and play an active role in their own learning
· [image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/am_i4MCMflsbLnePkZi5oimK_SXY51QUYYzblUi2oO87WEM1ioE5Py6AmplWzd_LfOTEos1XpGJmLnb991v5MfYf2q7QmAV8LqtEY91RrUNbX1EPP1hZyMPIOgUyqtya3Q]have the essential skills in literacy and numeracy and are creative and productive users of technology, especially ICT, as a foundation for success in all learning areas
· are able to think deeply and logically, and obtain and evaluate evidence in a disciplined way as the result of studying fundamental disciplines
· are creative, innovative and resourceful, and are able to solve problems in ways that draw upon a range of learning areas and disciplines
· are able to plan activities independently, collaborate, work in teams and communicate ideas
· are able to make sense of their world and think about how things have become the way they are
· are on a pathway towards continued success in further education, training or employment, and acquire the skills to make informed learning and employment decisions throughout their lives
· are motivated to reach their full potential.
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Knowing, Doing and Understanding

	Things you “Know”
	Skill you can “do”
	Things you “Understand”

	 




	


	




Imagine a main learning Goal in your Key Learning Area(s) & brainstorm below:
	Goals worthy of Accomplishment
	Evidence of Accomplishment
	Learning Activities to produce evidence
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Next Era Ed
Understanding & Transfer

Foundations of Understanding by Design

§ “Understanding” is the “ah-ha!” that must be
earned (it can’t be “taught’).

$ The best path to “Understanding” is true inquiry,
thus Essential Questions are used.

$ Evidence of “Transfer” requires that knowledge,
skills and understandings be applied to novel
situations.

Questions & Discussions?
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Next Era Ed
Backward Design for Success

Foundations of Understanding by Design

€ If the goals are Understanding and Transfer, they must be
assessed

$ Assessing for them requires authentic performance tasks

§ These should be built into the curriculum as
“Cornerstone Tasks” and demonstrate accomplishments

Questions & Discussions?
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Accomplishments Versus Learning Activities

Key Accomplishments

Related, but Insufficient,
Learning Activities

Leave school with a personal direction based
on valid information about your competence
and interest; get hired accordingly.

Learn about careers, describe your goals.

Successfully solve a number of genuinely
important, challenging, and complicated
problems, with minimal prompts and cues
and maximal seff-direction and initiative.

Do textbook “problems” that are simplified
and cued so that the leamer simply “plugs
in" previously learned facts and skills.

Get your writing published or successfully
reviewed by expert readers

Learn, use, and be assessed on “the writing
process.”

Critically identify questionable assumptions
and conclusions in speech, texts, or symbol
systems that most people do not think are
problematic.

Learn and complete exercises on logical
fallacies and grammatical errors.

Develop an insightful and supported account
of a present issue, in light of history and the
varied points of view.

Read the history text and pass tests on the
content of history.

Leave school able to comprehend text
beyond the 10th grade level (the level of
newspapers of record in the United States)

Learn, use, and be tested i reading
strategies via short passages.

Successfully defend your thesis.

Write a research paper following a
prescribed format

Make a difference by, for example,
influencing local policy, improving the
community, bettering someone’s life.

Study civics, speak in an informed way
about how laws are in theory made.

Truly achieve a purpose with an audience:
engage, move, persuade them

Play a musical piece or say a character's
lines correctly

Settle an argument; resolve a dispute.

Engage in discussion.

Identify the most salient variables and control
for them in the design and debugging of
experiments.

Complete science labs as designed and
complete the structured lab sheets.
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