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Figure F.6

Brainstorming Big Ideas

Topic:  

1 or 2 big ideas

What about this 
topic do I want students 

to really understand?

What 
unifying theme or 

idea helps learners make 
sense of all the diverse 
content and activities?

What about this topic is 
very important—yet diffi cult 

to understand?

What are one 
or two most important 
issues or questions to 
explore in the topic?

What 
concepts do 

students need 
in order to make 

sense of the 
content?

Given all I 
will teach, what 
one idea should 
they come away 
having learned?

Your answers represent possible “big ideas” for the topic.
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