
 

WebQuests 2.0 – a Richer Web Improves a Good Idea 
Tom March 

http://tommarch.com/webquests 

Introduction 
Below are a series of Web 2 tools that can put the power of WebQuests right into 
learners hands.  It is suggested that they be used roughly in the order listed.  Once the 
tool is introduced, students may choose to integrate as they see fit, but the initial 
activities related to each establish sound pedagogical practices and scaffold more expert 
learning. 

 
Handy Links 

Tom MarchÕs Main Sites 
– TomMarch / ozline.com – http://tommarch.com / http://ozline.com 
– Look to Learn – http://tommarch.com/l2l 
– BestWebQuests – http://bestwebquests.com 
– Web-and-Flow – http://web-and-flow.com 
– Filamentality – http://www.kn.att.com/wired/fil 

TomÕs WebQuest Articles  
– Revisiting WebQuests in a Web 2 World - 

http://greav.ub.edu/iem/index.php?journal=iem&page=article&op=view&path=122 
– What WebQuests Are (Really)      

http://bestwebquests.com/what_webquests_are.asp 
– The Learning Power of WebQuests (Ed Leadership) 

http://www.tommarch.com/writings/wq_power.php 
– Why WebQuests?                                 

http://tommarch.com/writings/intro_wq.php 

Tips and Tools  

– Rubric for Best WebQuests - http://bestwebquests.com/bwq/matrix.asp 

– Tom’s WebQuest Design Process - http://tommarch.com/writings/wq_design.php 

– Transform Info into Understanding - http://web-and-flow.com/help/transformation.asp 

– WebQuest Designer’s Checklist - http://tommarch.com/learning/checklist.php 

– WebQuest template for Wordpress - http://tommarch.com/learning/webquest.htm 
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Getting Started 
 
The initial phase of a WebQuest is designed to engage students with a complex topic in 
such a way that they feel compelled to learn more.  Often this is achieved by helping 
students uncover the complexities inherent in many topics.  The Look to Learn strategy 
and web site can be used as a model or source for such activities.  Once students are 
engaged, they need to “unpack” the topic to discover the issues involved and finally to 
begin acquiring knowledge on the subject.

Engaging Introduction to Complexities  

 

Look to Learn  
http://tommarch.com/l2l 

The total focus of this site is to provide teachers and 
students with easy access to rich resources and 
compelling prompts as a means to promote a culture 
and appetite for critical and creative thinking and joy of 
learning.  Use these to pique interest. 

Discovering the Question  

 

Stixy  
http://stixy.com/ 

Like a useful bulletin board sitting over your desk, Stixy 
allow individuals or groups to very easily add post-its, 
photos, media documents and important dates.  
Everything works smoothly and can be set as a pubic or 
private shared workspace – the even sends reminders!  
Use this to help students “unpack” a complex topic. 

Background Ð foundational knowledge  

 

Clipmarks  
http://clipmarks.com/ 

Clipmarks is a social bookmarking tool that enables 
users to “clip” sections from Web pages and then store 
tem in tagged collections. What’s especially good is that 
these clips can include text, images, even videos.  Use 
Clipmarks for a quick “surf” session designed to uncover 
“the basics on the topic.” 
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Developing Expertise 

 
Once students have a general awareness of the issues involved in the WebQuest, the 
next substantial phase is to develop expertise in on aspect.  This often takes the form of 
roles, jobs or perspectives. The Web 2 tools below assist students to share and discuss 
resources, access current information and publish their emerging insights. 
 
 

 
 

Divide into Roles, Collect & Discuss Resources, Post Insights  

 

Diigo  
http://diigo.com/ 

The middle and second hardest part of a WebQuest is 
for students to develop expertise in one aspect of a 
complex subject.  Diigo Groups and Forums are the 
platform for promoting actual discussion and debate 
among students - challenging each other to develop 
understanding, not resort to right answers. Putting Diigo 
into students' hands helps shift the teacher to facilitator. 

 

Pageflakes  
http://pageflakes.com/ 

Pageflakes is absolutely the best site for gathering 
together all your interests through RSS (Really Simple 
Syndication) feeds.  Bring together current news, posts 
from specialty blogs as well as podcasts and YouTube 
favourites – all on a series of pages you can link to as 
PageCasts. Use this Heaps to feed expertise! 

 

Wordpress  
http://wordpress.com/ 

Matt Mullenweg and his growing team continue to go 
from strength to strength producing the best free online 
Blog software.  Wordpress.com is the flagship online 
version, but also consider installing your own through a 
Web host that provides Cpanel and Fantastico so that 
you can install helpful plugins. 
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 Scaffold Sophistication – Software as a Thinking Tool 
 
Far from simply supporting the acquisition of information, a WebQuest seeks to promote 
critical thinking.  A first step in this direction is to help “make thinking visible.”  Mind 
mapping software has been a frequently used tool by teachers and students undertaking 
a WebQuest. The interactivity, embedding of rich digital resources and the potential to 
share and collaborate on maps are decided benefits of Web 2 tools. 

  

Scaffold Visible Thinking  

 

VUE: Visual Understanding Environment  
http://vue.tufts.edu/ 
 
Although VUE is not technically Web 2 in that it is a 
application run locally on your computer, it is the best 
mind mapping software I have seen.  It supports real 
semantic mapping rather than just linking and manages 
integration of digital resources very effectively. Available 
for all platforms and worth mastering. 

 

Exploratree  
http://www.exploratree.org.uk/ 

Exploratree provides interactive graphic organizers that 
can be saved and shared.  Choose one or two main 
designs (or your own) to help scaffold student thinking.  
Combining these with Look to Learn activities and giving 
plenty of practice is sure to make “thinking visible.” 

 

Mind42  
http://mind42.com/ 

“Mind Mapping for 2” (e.g., collaboration).  This seems 
to be the current best free and reliable online mind 
mapping site.  The ability to share and collaborate 
combine with one of the easier interfaces to recommend 
Mind42 over the likes of MindMeister or Thinkature. 



 © 2009  TomMarch.com / tom@ozline.com Page - 5 

 

Group Process: Transform Info into Understanding 
 
This is typically the “Insert Magic Here!” portion of any constructivist learning activity and 
subsequently the most challenging for both students and teachers.  There are many 
approaches related to critical thinking, but one upon which there is growing consensus is 
that as well as a skill, critical thinking is a disposition which requires inclination and 
sensitivity.  In other words, we can prompt and scaffold student thinking, but for true 
understanding to emerge, students must have the capacity, but also the desire and 
savvy to immerse themselves in complexity and emerge with an “Ah-ha.”  This is way a 
WebQuest is a process and a scaffold, not for an activity, but for the life of a classroom.  
Thus, we use scaffolds and prompts like those below, knowing that they are the shadow, 
not the substance of deep understanding. 

From Information to Understanding  

 

ThesisBuilder  
http://ozline.com/electraguide/ 

These simple javascript tools help scaffold students’ 
ideas from brainstorming to the structure for an essay.  
The most popular is the Persuasive ThesisBuilder, but 
try out the Causinator and TubePrompter as well. 

 

DecideAlready  
https://decidealready.com/ 

This clever Web 2 app offers a lot of potential in terms of 
scaffolding group decision making, especially if the 
advanced approach is chosen select and weight criteria.   
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Real World Feedback and Contributions 

 
To legitimize students’ work and complete a sense of satisfaction of motivation, students 
should always publish their best learning to the world.  This can take any of an infinite 
number of forms, especially in a Web 2 World. Below are Web possibilities that can 
serve as a platform for many other digital formats such as podcasts, video channels, 
image galleries, timelines, cartoons, etc.  The possibilities are limitless. 
 

Publish student Work to th e World  

 

Wikispaces  
http://wikispaces.com/ 

A stalwart among wikis, Wikispaces has continued to 
improve and serve the education sector.  Best used 
as a true wiki where learners go to add their 
expertise to a growing knowledgebase.  Consider 
making your class’s wiki a worthy contribution to a 
learning community. 

 

Wordpress / Ning  
http://wordpress.com/ or http://ning.com 

Matt Mullenweg and his growing team continue to go 
from strength to strength producing the best free 
online Blog software.  Wordpress.com is the flagship 
online version, but also consider installing your own 
through a Web host that provides Cpanel and 
Fantastico. 

ÒServe the NetÓ 

 

ClassPortals  
http://tommarch.com/classportals 
 
A stalwart among wikis, Wikispaces has continued to 
improve and serve the education sector.  Best used 
as a true wiki where learners go to add 

 

Example: 2020 Vision  
http://tommarch.com/2020 
 
serve the education sector.  Best used as a true wiki 
where learners go to add 

 


